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Madame Secretary:

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919M Street, N.W.
washington, DC 20036

Illinois 60181 USA

Phone 708.573.2660

Fax 708.573.2770

WASHINGTON OFFICE

1146 19th Street NW

Suite 200

Washington D.C. 20036

Phone 202. 659. 2044

Fax 202. 659. 1931

RE:
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In the Matter of Petition to
Authorize Co-Primary Sharing of the
450 l!lHz Air-Ground Radiotelephone
Service with BETRS, Docket RM-8159

Transmitted herewith is an original and
six copies of the Reply of In-Flight Phone
Corporation ("IFPC") to the Statement 'in
opposition to RM-8159 filed by the National
Business Aircraft Association, Inc. (IINBAAII)
on February 8, 1993. '

In-Flight Phone Corporation withholds
comment on the arguments contained in NBAA's
Statement in Opposition and declines to take a
position on the matter which is the subject of
RM-8159. IFPC files the accompanying Reply
solely to provide relevant information bearing
on said subject matter.

Should any comments or questions arise in
connection with this filing do not hesitate to
contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

LJ~J:~
William J. Gordon
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
Petition to Authorize )
Co-Primary Sharing of the )
450 MHz Air-Ground )
Radiotelephone Service )
.nw.:!=.i..=.t;!Ah_B"",EI:.T:.:R~S~ )

RM-8159

REPLY TO
STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO THE:f".PETITION OF RULEMAKING ~...'

RECEIVED
fEB 231993

William J. Gordon
Vice President for Regulatory Affairs
In-Flight Phone Corporation
1146 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 200 ,
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 659-2044

February 23, 1993
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In the Matter of
Petition to Authorize
Co-Primary Sharing of the
450 MHz Air-Ground
Radiotelephone Service
with BETRS

)
)
)
)
)
)

RM-S159

REPLY TO
STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO THE

PETITION OF RULEMAKING

In-Flight Phone Corporation (IIIFPCtI) is a licensee in the SOO

MHz air-to-ground telephone service pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §

22.1100. Under Part 5 of the Rules of the Federal Communications

Commission (the IICommission tl ), IFPC also holds an experimental

license to provide live audio programming, including news, sports

and various music formats, to the airborne public.

On November 9, 1992, a petition1 was filed requesting that

Basic Exchange Telecommunications Radio Service (IIBETRSII), which

operates on frequencies authorized to it pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §

22.601 (1991), should have its existing allocation expanded by

assigning on a co-primary basis channels allocated to the ATG

lThe petition was jointly filed by the National Rural Telecom
Association, National Telephone Cooperative Association,
Organization for Protection and Advancement of Small Telephone
Companies, Rural Electrification Administration and U.S. Telephone
Association, hereinafter IIPetitioners. 1I
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service per 47 C.F.R. § 22.521 (1991). On February 8, 1993, the

National Business Aircraft Association, Inc. ( "NBAA") filed a

statement in opposition to the aforementioned petition asserting

that the ATG service requires at least all of its currently

allocated frequencies.

In this reply, In-Flight Phone Corporation submits information

which was not readily available to petitioners and those filing

opposition in the matter of RM-8159. Aside from proffering said

information, however, IFPC withholds comment on the arguments

contained in NBAA' s statement in opposition and refrains from

taking a position on the matter which is the subject of the

petition for rulemaking.

IFPC HAS DEVELOPED A VARIANT OF ITS
ATG SYSTEM WHICH THE COMPANY HAS

INSTALLED ON NUMEROUS BUSINESS AIRCRAFT

IFPC has adapted its ATG system, which has been active on

commercial aircraft for some time, and the equipment necessary for

its implementation to accommodate installation on and service to

business aircraft. This effort, which entailed considerable time

and expense, was successfully completed late in 1992. In its

statement of opposition, the NBAA expresses concern that the

petition for rulemaking does not distinguish between the

"relatively simple ll system offered in the 450 MHz band (per 47

C. F. R. § 22.521) which has been utilized by business aircraft

owners and the "sophisticated" system offered in the 800 MHz band

(per 47 C.F.R. § 22.1100) by IFPC and other licensees. Although

IFPC's high-capacity digital system, which permits a wider range of
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service offerings and transmits clearer, stronger signals, does

represent an advance in the state of the art of ATG, it does not

preclude adaptation for and installation on business aircraft.

The system is offered in various configurations with

corresponding components depending upon the needs of the business

aircraft owner and the particularities of their aircraft. To this

date, IFPC has installed its system on business aircraft owned or

leased by the following entities, many of which are NBAA members:

Archer Daniels Midland
Dunavant Enterprises

Great Western Financial
Gulfstream Aerospace

IBM Corporation
IDB Aeronautical

International Games
MCI Communications Corporation

Natural Gas Pipeline
Serv-Air, Inc.

Taco Bell

SUMMARY

In order to better serve the airborne public, In-Flight Phone

Corporation developed a digital ATG system capable of providing a

wide variety of high quality voice and data services. The system

has the capacity to make these services available to those aboard

both commercial and business aircraft. Further, IFPC expended

substantial resources to adapt its system to include the capability

to supply service to business aircraft. The culmination of this

effort has resulted in the ongoing installation upon numerous

business aircraft. The sole purpose of the foregoing is to notify

interested entities of the availability to business aircraft owners

and operators.
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DATED: February 23, 1993

Respectfully submitted,

William J. Gordon
Vice President for Regulatory Affairs
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~B!IE.ICATE Of.. 5~2VICE.

I hereby certify that on the below date copies of this

Statern~nt in Opposition were placed in the U.S. mail, postage

preps iJ and proper ly addressed to following:

John O'Neal
National Rural Telecom

Association
1455 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washinqton, D.C. 20004
202-62U-0210

David Cosson
National Telephone Cooperative

Ass()ciation
2626 P,nnsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
202~298-2300

I.. i So Za ina
Organization for the

Protection artd Advancement
of Small Telephone
Companies

2000 K Streett N.W.
WashiL'lton, D.C. 20037
202-65~-5990

James Huff
Rural Electrification

P..dministral:ion
14th & Independence Ave.
Room 4051 South
washington, D.C. 20250
202-720-9554

s.w.

Martin T. McCue
Vice President and

General Counsel
u.s. Telephone AS8ociation
900 19th Streett N.W., Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20006-2105
202-835-3114

J.E Murdock III
Baker, Worthington, Crossley,
Stansberry & Woolf

801 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
202-508-3400

DATED: February 23, 1993
/

C. Dennis Wright
William H. Stine
National Business Aircraft

Association, Inc.
1200 Eighteenth Street, N.W.
202-783-9000


